
Summer Reading Program – Entering 12th Grader - AP 
Theme:  Women’s Struggles in Society 

 
Required Reading Book 
 

 

 

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams: By means of a direct 
monologue to the audience, Tom reports that his father, “falling in love 
with long distance” has deserted the family, leaving Tom to care for 
Laura, a plain sister with a slight limp, and Amanda, the neurotic 
mother unable to let go of the genteel courting traditions of her 
Southern upbringing.  In one of the most touching scenes in American 
theater, Tom describes to Laura his exciting night at the magic show, a 
symbol of all the life experiences Toms is sacrificing to care for his 
family.  Browbeaten by Amanda into bringing home a gentleman caller 
for Laura, Tom finally confronts Amanda with her illusions and storms 
from the house knocking over Laura’s delicate glass menagerie.  The 
unicorn’s horn is broken and this event, aside from its possible sexual 
meaning, symbolizes the loss of magic that occurs in the household 
with Tom’s departure. 

AND 
 

 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare: Macbeth captures the timeless 
nature of the human experience…There is greed for power, murderous 
evil scheming, and the nobility of the fight for good and evil. The 
tortuous guilty self-flagellation that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
succumb to is such a base human emotion.  Without realizing it they 
are both lost in the depth of the chasm they willingly stepped into. 
Those elements of a “classic” and of course no one questions that 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth written in 1606, still plays well today. 

 

Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

The project for your summer reading will be a Socratic seminar with your classmates 
during your first week of school. A seminar is a forum type discussion based off the teaching 
methods of the philosopher, Socrates. A list of prompts will be attached to the back of this 
packet. You will be responsible for taking notes as you read this summer and will be 
discussing your ideas and perspectives about the novel with your classmates when you 
return. Also attached, are a list of prompt topics, guidelines, expectations, and a scoring 
rubric.  

 



Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar Prompts 

 Characters: character questions probe into the ideals, actions, purposes, 

and motives of the characters. 

 

 Setting: setting questions consider how the settings of the story represent, 

influence, or influence the novel itself and our lives. 

 

 Symbols: symbol questions look for the underlying meaning in symbolic 

items, relationships, speech, and actions throughout the novel, they 

interpret the ‘ideas’ behind the ‘things.’ 

 

 Theme/motif: theme/motif questions identify or prompt discussion on the 

underlying truths about humanity in the book, what the author was trying 

to communicate about society. 

 

 Style: style questions reflect on the way the author chose to write the 

novel. What technical elements did he include, what decisions did he 

make, and how did they influence the telling of the story? Analyze the 

author's writing style and decide if they're a master or an amateur. 

 Essential: essential questions examine ideas from the novel. (e.g. what is 

love? how does one love? what is family? what is normal? what role does 

community play in the individual’s life? Is love helpful or harmful?) 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

1. Refer to the text when needed during the discussion. A seminar 

is not a test of memory. You are not "learning a subject"; your 

goal is to understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected in 

the text 

2.      It’s OK to "pass" when asked to contribute 

3.      Do not participate if you are not prepared 

4.      Do not stay confused; ask for clarification 

5.      Focus on the subject currently under discussion; make   

          notes about ideas you  want to come back to 

6.      Don't raise hands; take turns speaking 

7.      Listen carefully 

8.      Speak up so that all can hear you 

9.      Talk to each other, not just to the leader or teacher 

10.    Discuss ideas, not just each other's opinions 

11.     You are responsible for the seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expectations of Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

 

When I am evaluating your Socratic Seminar participation, I ask the 

following questions about participants.  Did they….  

Speak loudly and clearly? 

Cite reasons and evidence for their statements? 

Listen to others respectfully? 

Stick with the subject? 

Talk to each other, not just to the leader? 

Paraphrase accurately? 

Ask for help to clear up confusion? 

Support each other? 

Avoid hostile exchanges? 

Question others in a civil manner? 

Seem prepared? 

  



Socratic Seminar:  Participant Rubric    

 

A Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to 
move the conversation forward  

 Participant, through her comments, demonstrates a deep 
knowledge of the text and the question  

 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant, through her comments, shows that she is actively 

 listening to other participants  
 Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends 

    the conversation  
 Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.  

   

 
B Level Participant 

   
 Participant offers solid analysis without prompting  
 Through comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge 

of the text and the question  
 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  
 Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others 

     and  offers clarification and/or follow-up  
 

 
C Level Participant 

 Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the 
     seminar leader  

 Through comments, participant demonstrates a general 
 knowledge of the text and question  

 Participant is less prepared, with few notes  
 Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer 

       clarification and/or follow-up to others’ comments  
 Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the 

text to drive her comments  
 

 

D or F Level Participant 

 Participant offers little commentary  
 Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little 

    understanding of the text and question  
 Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to 

   further the discussion         
 Participant distracts the group by interrupting other speakers or 

   by offering off topic questions and comments. 
 Participant ignores the discussion and its participants  

 

 



Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

Directions: below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on The Glass 

Menagerie and Macbeth. Read them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of 

ideas you might want to discuss during the seminar. 

1. How do these two very different plays connect to the theme of Women’s Struggles in 

society? 

2. Describe Lady Macbeth. How does she influence her husband?  

3. Only Macbeth can see Banquo's ghost: why? What does Lady Macbeth make of it?  

4. How is Macbeth described in battle?  

5. There are a ton of references to sleep--both literal and metaphorical. How does the 

play use sleep to advance the story, reveal the characters' personalities and 

mindsets? 

6. What purpose do you think the witches serve?  

7. What do you think of the transformation the character Macbeth undergoes 

throughout the story?  

8. Is Macbeth a hero, a villain, or neither? Why? Does he fit into more than one of these 

categories at different points in the play? 

9. Is there anything good about ambition? Are there any kinds of acceptable ambitions, 

or are we all just supposed to be content with our lots, whether we're kings or 

servants? (Or witches.) 

10. Are there really witches, floating daggers, and invisible spots of blood—or do the 

spooky, supernatural occurrences merely reflect the characters' interior thoughts? 

And what difference does it make? 

11. Why do you believe this play is still read and performed centuries after its 

Shakespeare’s death? 

12. Williams has Tom, narrate Menagerie does the theatrical device of a narrator help or 

hinder the action in the play? 



13. Tom states in his 0pening speech, "I give you truth in the pleasant disguise of 

illusion." What does that mean?  

14. Tom also states that this is a "memory play" and as such the things seen are not as 

they precisely happened, but as they are remembered. If that is the case, why is the 

play so depressing? 

15. Do our memories make the past happier or more depressing? Why would Tom's 

memories of the events depicted in the play be worse than they actually were? 

16. The Wingfield family lives in dreams. How are each of the Wingfields' dreams 

different, and at the same time how do each of their dreams lead them to the same 

place? 

17. Amanda is caught in a past that never existed, as she tells stories of her youth. Is 

nostalgia, heightened as it is by Amanda, a damning force in our lives, or can it be an 

effective motivator for the future? What is it for Amanda.  

18. Would you describe Amanda as a strong or weak female character? What about 

Laura? 

19. Laura is lost in a world of imagination, how is her world different than the world 

Amanda has constructed for herself? Is it more/less damning?  

20. Tom is lost in a world of adventure and poetry that does not exist, but which 

eventually compels him to leave his home and family, how can deferred dreams 

destroy relationships and our lives?  

21. Clearly, we need ambition, we need dreams to move forward in our lives, without 

risktakers we would not make it to where we are, so what is the difference between 

the Wingfield's whose dreams ultimately destroy themselves, and those whose 

dreams compel them to greater heights? 

22. Why is it important that Laura is portrayed as unique, with the symbolism of the glass 

unicorn and "blue roses"? Is Williams making a statement about society's treatment 

of those who are different? 



23. Would Laura have been happier if she had been more like everyone else, just as she 

tries to say the unicorn was happier after he lost his horn?  

24. Laura's uniqueness brings her sorrow, but Amanda's attempts to integrate Laura into 

society through secretarial school, suitors, etc. force Laura into a deeper sorrow, is 

Williams stating that in our present society that there really is no place where those 

who are truly unique can be happy because they are either ostracized or they are 

forced to conform? 

25. It is often said that The Glass Menagerie is an autobiographical play. If that is the 

case, how does it change your view of Tom and his reasons for remembering his life 

as depicted in the play. 

 


